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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1.-16. 



(Canceled) 



17. 



(Previously Presented) A power distribution node of a vehicle, comprising; 



a primary power feed supplying power to the node; 
a secondary power feed supplying power to the node; 

at least one first relay for selectively distributing power from said primary power feed to at 
least one first class device of the vehicle; 

at least one second relay for selectively distributing power from one of said primary power 
feed and secondary power feed to at least one second class device of the vehicle, said first and 
second class devices powered by the node; and 

a first switch selectively connecting said at least one second relay to said at least one first 
relay, with said at least one first relay and at least one second relay placed in series with one 
another, with respect to said primary power feed, when said first switch is in a closed state; and 
a second switch selectively connecting said at least one second relay to said secondary power feed; 

wherein said first and second switches comprise transistors; and 

wherein said second switch comprises one transistor, with a gate of said transistor connected 
to said primary power feed, so that a voltage generated by said primary power feed controls an 
operating state of said transistor, said voltage applied to said gate. 

1 8, (Previously Presented) A power distribution node of a vehicle, comprising: 

a primary power feed supplying power to the node; 
a secondary power feed supplying power to the node; 

at least one first relay for selectively distributing power from said primary power feed to at 
least one first class device of the vehicle; 

at least one second relay for selectively distributing power from one of said primary power 
feed and secondary power feed to at least one second class device of the vehicle, said first and 
second class devices powered by the node; and 
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a first switch selectively connecting said at least one second relay to said at least one first 
relay, with said at least one first relay and at least one second relay placed in series with one 
another, with respect to said primary power feed, when said first switch is in a closed state; and 
a second switch selectively connecting said at least one second relay to said secondary power feed; 
wherein said first and second switches comprise transistors; and 
wherein said first switch comprises first, second and third transistors, said first transistor 
configured to selectively connect said at least one second relay in series with said at least one first 
relay, and said second and third transistors configured to selectively activate said first transistor 
based upon a presence or absence of a disruption in said primary power feed. 

1 9. (Original) The power distribution node of claim 1 8, wherein when said 

primary power feed is functioning normally, one of said second and third transistors is in an off- 
state while another of said second and third transistors is in an on-state. 



20.-25. 



(Canceled) 



3 



PAGE 5/6 1 RCVD AT 2/7/2007 3:24:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-2/22 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID:248 594 0610 * DURATION (mm-ss):0142 



